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gold coin to their sick when dying, in imitation of the Badagas. They also place the body under a car draped with cloths. After dancing round the car to the sounds of music, they burn the corpse with the car and the ceremony is complete.
The Irulas, whose simple marriages I have already described,1 bury their dead without much ceremony. The body is placed in the grave in a sitting posture, with a lamp by its side; the friends dance round the grave for some time, after which they fill it up and place a small upright stone to mark the spot, and that is all.
"The Vellans of Cochin either bury or burn their dead. The sons are the chief mourners and perform the funeral rites. The pollution lasts for sixteen /days. On the morning of the sixteenth day the hut of the dead man or woman is well swept and cleaned by sprinkling water mixed with cowdung. The members of the family then bathe."2
I have given these instances, as they seem to be representative of the various funeral rites of the non-Hinduised tribes of South India; and, as such, they may perhaps be representative of other parts of India.
i Ante, p. 133.
3 For an excellent account of this tribe, see Christian College (Madras) Magazine, August 1907, pp. 76-86. Article on the Vellans of Cochin, by L. K. Ananthakcishna Iyer, B.A.